
 

MEETING SUMMARY 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

TIME:  10:00am - 12:00pm 

LOCATION: William W. Powers State Recreation Area Visitor's Center 

    

INVITEES: Meghan Forseth, Mighty Acorns Partnership Coordinator, Field Museum 

 Michael Howard, Founder and CEO, Fuller Park Community Development 

 Dan Indicavitch, Southeast Sportsmen’s Club 

 Jennifer Johnson, Outreach Fellow, Wild Indigo, Chicago Audubon Society 

 Veronica Kyle, Chicago Outreach Director, Faith in Place    

 John Legge, Chicago Conservation Director, The Nature Conservancy 

 Judith Lihota, Calumet Ecological Park Association 

 Deloris Lucas, President, Goldengate Homeowners Association 

Cynthia Moreno, Assist. to the General Superintendent, Forest Preserves of Cook County 

 John Pastirik, Calumet Ecological Park Association 

 Peggy Salazar, Executive Director, Southeast Environmental Task Force 

 Lauren Umek, Project Manager, Dpt. of Natural Resources, Chicago Park District 

 Suellen Burns, Sr. Advisor/Millennium Reserve, Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

 Kim Kreiling, Natural Resources Specialist, IDNR 

 Christopher Rollins, Wm. Powers SRA Site Superintendent, IDNR  

 Barry Hart, Region 2 Landscape Architect, IDNR 

 Scott Freres, President, The Lakota Group (Lakota) 

 Sarah White, Vice President, Lakota 

 Justin Weidl, Senior Associate, Lakota 

  

 Audience: 

 Nambii Mangun, Wild Indigo 

 Carolyn Marsh 

 Andre Green 

 
RE:  William W. Powers State Recreation Area Park Enhancement 

Recommendations Plan Advisory Committee Meeting #2 

 

ITEMS DISCUSSED:  

 
1. Housekeeping 

a. Welcome new member – Dan Indacavitch 
b. Stakeholder interview update 

i. Youth outreach 
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c. Open House #2: Wednesday, January 20th 4:30PM – 7:30PM, Vodak Eastside Library 
d. Web survey #2  
e. Advisory Committee #3: Wednesday, February 10, 10:00AM – 12PM at Wm. Powers 

Visitor’s Center 
f. Next steps for the Advisory Committee 

 
2. Issues and Opportunities – What We’ve Learned 

a. Open House #1 and Web Survey #1 discussion: 
i. Comments:  

1. If you simply go by the numbers, you wouldn’t see that in the summer 
this place is full of people picnicking.  This doesn’t show up in the 
open house results. Why are picnickers not represented? 

a. Wm. Powers is facing the same social problem with 
picnickers [as other parks / open spaces], they don’t feel 
connected to park management or the park.  The sneak in 
and get out.  They generally aren’t invited to public input 
events. 

2. Need to note things that are inconsistent between surveys and 
observations in the report. 

b. General comments on outreach: 
i. Involve people in the faith community – they have something to say.  Host a 

coffee, have a table at a service. 
ii. Association for Wolf Lake Initiative has a community of artists that they engage 

all the time. 
iii. Diversity and engagement: 

1. Not everyone’s experience with nature is positive 
2. There are historical connections / connotations – history of 

discrimination in our parks and natural areas, Beaubian Woods has 
particular negative reputation 

3. Nature has not always been a nice, safe, welcoming place for people 
4. Historically, minority populations were not welcome at Wm. Powers 

c. Key challenges discussion: 
i. Serve a different population than most state parks (see above). 

ii. Control of invasive species is a key challenge – specifically phragmites 
iii. Public transportation 

1. Realize when look at type of activities hosted at Wm. Powers, a lot of 
people don’t use the bus 

2. Public transportation is still an important consideration 
3. In the old days people would come on the bus with shotguns 
4. People still come on the bus with fishing poles 
5. Do see people take the bus (two stops), not large numbers, but 

people do it.   
iv. Overcrowding on weekends in the summer, low visitorship during the week 
v. Disconnect from groups doing restoration in area 

vi. Safety 
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1. Would like to see call boxes / emergency buttons 
d. Key opportunities discussion: 

i. Bioblitz – not the first in the nation, but the bioblitz with the most recorded 
species 
 

3. Project Goals and Big Idea Discussion 
a. Goals 
b. Master Plan Initiatives 

i.  “Improve Avenue O frontage” and “remove sign at old entrance” should be 
combined 

ii. Improve picnic groves discussion: 
1. People picnic here without the shelter, just bring a blanket.  Some of 

these picnics are huge, some permitted, many not. 
2. Opportunity to see how we can serve a particular need – improve 

picnic groves, use the concept of a grove, not necessarily a shelter 
iii. Bird-viewing platform discussion: Some care about habitat more than viewing 

platform, some would like designated spots for best viewing of wildlife / 
habitat. 

iv. Community liaison discussion: Add “education” to the description.  Not sure 
what this means?  Similar role to former program manager.  

v. Initiative 3.3 discussion: Change to “community environmental education 
events” this is particularly important for populations disconnected from nature. 

vi. Initiative 3.5 discussion: related to partnership goals, lots of restoration is 
happening in this area / neighborhood.  This site is less connected into that 
network than others. 

vii. Hours of operation: should distinguish between park hours of operation and 
visitors center hours of operation 

viii. Local and regional access discussion: trouble with CTA access is about the 
route.  The east side is underserved by public transportation in general.  The 
available route is designed to connect mass transit – goes to 69th Street CTA, 
Shouth Shore line, and Metra. There are no branching routes. Add the phrase 
better connections.  

ix. Initiative 6.4 should include a mention of Michal Boos’ group (AWLI) 
x. Initiatives 5.1 and 5.3 are regional access initiatives. 

c. Suggested Additional Initiatives 
i. Invasive plant removal / planning effort 

ii. Importance of birds – marsh habitat, hemi-marsh habitat 
iii. Marketing and information sharing 
iv. Find a way to involve community artists, this will be big going forward, brings 

additional depth to nature programming. 
v. The building itself needs improvement – the physical appearance of the 

building is not exciting, people don’t know what’s happening on the inside from 
outside. 

vi. Low hanging fruit: nature-based informational signage, could incorporate art. 
Could skin the building.  
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vii. Include arts as an opportunity, a part of the “welcome” aspect 
viii. Convinced that this is an opportunity to get a source of green jobs.  Some don’t 

support volunteer stuff, want to see some jobs come out of this. 
1. Include Greencorps, etc. 
2. Too much talk about volunteers.  Volunteerism comes with class and 

privilege.  It’s also a societal value statement – concept that jobs with 
more value are paid jobs. 

3. High school training program 
4. Friends of the Forest Preserves has a leadership program (paid) Faith 

in Place has a similar program.  
d. Purpose discussion: 

i. Should be talking programmatically, ask people what is needed at the site to 
accommodate their needs. 

ii. Need to be informed about what we want from the public, and to be clear about 
how much we bring to the public, and how to present implications.  

iii. Balance 
e. Extended implication of initiatives discussion: 

i. Difficult to look at these things in isolation.  If people want more picnicking, 
need more parking, need more bathrooms.  Becomes a policy issue as well (e.g. 
FPCC model).  Should it be harder and more expensive to rent a picnic grove?  
That’s not the policy now.  We need to illustrate the natural impact of these 
priorities. 

ii. For all priorities, there are some unrecognized implications.  Worthwhile to 
prompt people to think about these – to illustrate the trade-offs. 

iii. Raise awareness of the balance, it’s valuable to let people know that the park is 
over capacity in some areas.  We’re working with limited space, we need to 
understand the impact. 

 
4. Other comments: 

a. There should be signs up at the park letting people know that this process is happening. 
b. Something missing: this is IDNR.  We are a state natural resource, we need to do things 

here that are compatible with that, then think about how we integrate the community. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


