
 

MEETING SUMMARY DRAFT 
 
DATE:  Wednesday, December 2, 2015 

TIME:  10:00am - 12:00pm 

LOCATION: William W. Powers State Recreation Area Visitor's Center 

    

ATTENDEES: Diane Banta, Outdoor Recreation Planner, National Park Service 

 Meghan Forseth, Mighty Acorns Partnership Coordinator, Field Museum 

 John Heroff, Director of Policy and Legislative Affairs, City of Chicago 10th Ward 

 Michael Howard, Founder and CEO, Fuller Park Community Development 

 Jennifer Johnson, Outreach Fellow, Wild Indigo, Audubon Chicago Region 

 John Kidd, President, Fishin' Buddies 

 John Legge, Chicago Conservation Director, The Nature Conservancy 

 Judith Lihota, Calumet Ecological Park Association 

 Deloris Lucas, President, Goldengate Homeowners Association 

 Cynthia Moreno, Assist. to the General Superintendent, Forest Preserves of Cook County 

 John Pastirik, Calumet Ecological Park Association 

 Peggy Salazar, Executive Director, Southeast Environmental Task Force 

 Lauren Umek, Project Manager, Dpt. of Natural Resources, Chicago Park District  

 Gerald Hunter, Southeast Sportsman Club 

 Suellen Burns, Sr. Advisor/Millennium Reserve, Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 

 Kim Kreiling, Natural Resources Specialist, IDNR 

 Christopher Rollins, Wm. Powers SRA Site Superintendent, IDNR  

 Sarah White, Vice President, The Lakota Group (Lakota) 

 Justin Weidl, Senior Associate, Lakota 

 
 
RE: Wm. Powers SRA Park Enhancement Recommendations Plan Advisory Committee #1 

 

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 

 
1. Introductions 

o The Lakota Group introduced the consultant team. Suellen Burns from IDNR 
introduced the IDNR staff liaisons who will be providing regular feedback and guidance 
throughout the planning process.   

o Advisory Committee members introduced themselves and gave an overview of their 
organization and relationship to the William W. Powers SRA.  
 

2. Planning Process And Goals 
o Lakota gave an overview of the goals of the planning process as well as the project 

schedule 
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3. Site Overview 
o The site’s local context was presented, highlighting major infrastructure and natural 

feature elements that impact the site. 
o Neighboring open spaces and the various agencies and organizations that manage them 

was discussed, including: 
 Forest Preserves of Cook County (FPCC):  Advisory Committee members 

felt that FPCC properties were focused on restoration and conservation. There 
is also a strong recreational component to FPCC properties. The Forest 
Preserves have had a lot of success programming their sites.  Nearly 400 people 
attended a movie at Eggers Grove.  The frequency of these programmed events 
however could be improved. Habitat 2030 – Calumet 2030 is a group that 
organizes habitat workdays, social events and educational opportunities on 
FPCC properties.  

 Chicago Park District (CPD): The CPD owns a lot of properties in the 
Calumet area, however many of these properties are not open to the public yet. 
Improving connections between these properties and other open spaces has 
been a challenge.  
 

o The Advisory Committee discussed how Wm. Powers is unique: 
 Wm. Powers is unique in Illinois.  The easiest comparison would be to look 

across the lake, how do the two sides of the lake complement each other? 
Indiana side of Wolf Lake has picnicking, boat rentals, paddle boats, and 
swimming. It’s more active. 

 Many people know Wolf Lake from their experience of driving along the I-90 
Tollway, but have no idea that there is a state park surrounding the lake.  

 Very few people have heard of Wm. Powers.  It is hiding in plain sight – people 
don’t know how to get here.  Many people are familiar with the name “Wolf 
Lake” but many do not know the name “William W. Powers SRA.” 

 The story, including the site’s history and geology, is special and important, and 
needs to be communicated in order for people to know why William W. Powers 
SRA exists.  State parks are general funded because of significant geography or a 
cultural event.  Wm. Powers was established through a series of land 
acquisitions over time, it is a water-based park. 

 People call the site Wolf Lake, their relationship is to the lake, people 
relate to this place because of the lake. 

 There’s also a Nike missile site.  
 Wm. Powers has not always received a lot of resources, it’s often an 

afterthought. 
 

o The Advisory Committee discussed other state parks and regional open spaces and how 
they may or may not compare to William W. Powers SRA.  

 Starved Rock is a great state park, and it has an obvious natural feature that 
makes it stand out. It is a great state park, but Chicago residents seem to be 
hesitant to visit it because a many Chicagoans do not have a car or dislike 
driving far from home. 
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 Volo Bog 
 Indiana Dunes is a great state park.  The large variety of plant and animal species 

is what makes it special.  With restoration efforts William W. Powers could 
become more like Indiana Dunes. 

 Kankakee River State Park is a popular state park in close proximity to William 
W. Powers SRA.  It was created because of plans for a Hydro-Dam that never 
got built. 

 Illinois Beach State Park is another good example of a popular state park. 
 Frank Holten State Recreation Area in East St. Louis, Illinois is a good example 

of an Illinois State Park in a major metropolitan region.  
 The Schlitz Audubon Nature Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin is a great open 

space.  The knowledgeable and friendly staff on site makes it a place that you 
feel drawn to visit more than once. 

 Most comparisons discussed are very distant from the population they serve.  
Therefore, it would be beneficial to look at other urban parks in industrial cities 
or areas that are not necessarily state parks (for the public, jurisdiction is 
subtle). Think about other industrial cities: Cleveland, San Antonio, St. Louis, 
Detroit and other National Recreation AReas 

 Marquette Park in Gary, Indiana is a great example of a successful park 
in the region. 

 Cleveland Metroparks does a good job of providing cultural 
interpretation of post-industrial land.  

 Tri-Centennial State Park in Detroit is more like Grant Park than 
William W. Powers SRA. Tri-Centennial Park gets a lot of resources 
and funding because is in located within downtown Detroit. 

 I+M through Joliet. 
 Successful state parks package nature and the story of the site together to 

provide a unique experience. Popular state parks advertise activities, “what you 
can do” not just “what you can see.” 

 Many people visit state parks to get away from other people.  It’s important to 
know when an open space is too visited to the point where the park is being 
damaged and the visitor experience is harmed. 

 
4. Site Challenges And Opportunities 

o Three categories of challenges and opportunities were discussed: 
 Ecological Challenges:  The surrounding areas have many invasive species. 

There are also a number of Ash trees on site that may be susceptible to the 
emerald ash borer. 

 Ecological Opportunities:  In the least used and least visited areas of the park 
there are undisturbed natural areas that could be prime for restoration. It would 
be beneficial to define the balance between active use areas and natural quality 
areas. These areas should be clearly defined and designated. Project should be 
coordinated with the Calumet Stewardship Initiative (CSI). 
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 Recreational Challenges:  There are perceptions of safety issues in the park 
that should be addressed.  The exterior of the Visitors Center building also 
does not provide a welcoming environment and should be enhanced.  

 Recreational Opportunities:  The site could become the “center” or “heart” 
of the Millennium Reserve. The Visitors Center should be promoted more.  
Many people are not aware of it and it offers opportunities during all seasons 
which is unique among the other large open spaces in the area. Areas could be 
better defined for “structured” and “unstructured” activities.  Sometimes 
visitors just don’t know what to do at the site. Also, a “Friends of William W. 
Powers SRA” group could help to organize and program activities on the site. 
New trail plans should be coordinated with the Millennium Reserve Trail 
Group. A stronger connection should be made to the Burnham Greenway trail 
which has its southern terminus at William W. Powers SRA. 

 Community Integration Challenges:  Access to the site is difficult and could 
be improved. It’s difficult to know what community youth want.   

 Community Integration Opportunities:  High visibility off of the I-90 
Tollway provides an opportunity to increase awareness about the site. A regular 
newsletter that goes to the community could help neighbors have a greater 
sense of ownership and awareness of the site. Annual and reoccurring events 
could become well known events that the community looks forward to every 
year. Efforts should be made to involve community youth. 

 Other Challenges:  
 Continuity of leadership – what happens after the fourth advisory 

committee meeting? 
 It’s a site that’s overlooked because it’s different 

 Other Opportunities: 
 Completion of a coherent plan for the site will offer an opportunity to 

present community-supported site opportunities to leadership 
 Collaboration – create an experience through collaboration – connect 

regional open space 
 

5. Process Outcomes 
o Advisory Committee members shared what they would like to see come out of this 

process: 
 The site needs to be revived and promoted for community use 

 The surrounding trail system needs to be connected into and around the site. 
 Wildlife viewing and education should be enhanced and promoted. 
 A “Friends of” group or plan implementation committee should be created to 

ensure implementation. 
 A clear plan that communicated what the community wants to IDNR 

leadership is essential. 
 Improvements to William W. Powers SRA can be a catalyst and example for 

other open spaces in the Calumet region. 
 Partnership opportunities should be explored and identified. 
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 Create a unique experience so people care and are aware of the site’s 
importance. 

 Create spaces where teachers can take students for hands on education. 
 Ensure that William W. Powers SRA is a safe and positive place to go. 
 Create seamless connections to neighboring open spaces. 
 Develop an agenda for creating a natural habitat. 
 Create stronger connections to the community and neighborhoods through 

improved communication and programming, including guided and virtual 
tours. 

 Document an understanding of what the community wants. 
 

6. Next Steps 
o Public Open House #1 will be held on Saturday, December 12th from 10:00am – 

1:00PM at the Vodak East Side Library. 
o Advisory Committee Meeting #2 will be held on Wednesday, January 13th from 

10:00am – 12:00pm at the William W. Powers Visitors Center  
 

7. Other  
o Gerald Hunter, Waterworks Engineer with the Village of Burnham informed the 

consultant team that the Sportsman Club south of William W. Powers SRA would like to 
have a seat on the Advisory Committee. 

o Judy Lihota requested that a PDF of project website pages be created so that the pages 
could be printed. 

 
 
 


